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of the Self was very easy to learn and that by neglect-
ing it Mudali was incurring t( Brahma Hatya,33 the mortal
sin. of slaying a Brahmana. Mudali was frightened, and
went to Maharshi in whom he had more faith, and report-
ed this remark. " Yes," replied Maharshi. " You. can
be said to commit the murder of Brahman by not know-
ing that you are Brahman."'

Seshadri generally kept most people from approach-
ing him. If, however, they were devotees of " Ramana-
swami", as he called the Maharshi, he discovered the fact
at once by his thought-reading and gave them the needed
help or at least a kind reply.

Echammal, who daily fed Maharshi and his visitors,
also fed Seshadri as often as he -went to her house. When-
ever the latter met her returning home in the evening
he would inquire whether she had given Ramanaswami
his meals, and escort her to her house. He was as a rule
quite disinclined to give advice on matters spiritual; but
as in the case of the above Mudali, he made an exception
in her case also. When she asked " What are the Maha-
vakyas (the Grand Utterances) and what is their im-
port ? " he lectured for hours without reference to any
book on that subject and made the people of EchammaFs
house wonder at the depth of his learning and spiritual
insight. Again when she was at her worship, he dropped
in one day and asked her what she was adoring. " Only
your portrait and Ramanaswami's " was her reply. ((Why
do you not practise Dhyana (meditation) ?" he asked.
Though Echammal had already been taught meditation
by a Guru and could spend a day or two in ecstatic trance
with total loss of consciousness, she wished to get further